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----- original Message----- NAL ,190(,4( %_

From: marvin.rosenberg@hk]aw.com [mailto:marvin.rosenberg@hklaw.com}
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2003 12:37 PM ﬁ# C?é;
To: Rosalee Chiara 61; -2

Subject: FW:

Rosalee,

For your information, this is a filing E-mailed to the Commissioners and referencing

the Docket number. A copy was sent to Dominion.
Marvin HECE'VED
————— original Message----- 0CT 3 0 2003

From: Jerry Starr [mai1to:gmstarr@ade1phia.net]
Sent: wednesday, October 15, 2003 4:24 pm

To: mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; chmweb(t_lfcc.gow;FedmmGm"mmmaﬂ"""“‘c"""“"‘Bion

jadelste@fcc.gov Office of the Secretary
Cc: Kathy Johnson
Subject:

Dear Commissioners:

Please see attached statement from Citizens for Independent Public Broadcasting in
support of Dominion satellite Inc.'s 0p?os1t1on to Daystar Television Network's
Request for Section 403 Inquiry and Declaratory Ruling (03-206).

Dr. Jero]d Starr
Executive Director

TO: FCC Commissioners . )

FRg*; Dr. Jerold Starr, Executive Director, Citizens for Independent
Public

Broadcasting

RE: Case #03-206

DATE:  October 15, 2003

we wish to support Dominion video Satellite Inc.'s Opposition to Daystar Television
Network's Request for Section 403 Inquiry and Declaratory Ruling.

Citizen's for Independent Public Broadcasting (CIPB) is a national membership
organization dedicated to putting the public interest into public broadcasting.
Nationally, CIPB proposes an independently funded and publicly accountable Pug11c
Br?gdcasting Trust. CIPB also contributes research and analysis to inform government
policy.

CIPB has filed with the FCC on several occasions in the interest of preserving as
much spectrum as possible for public interest programming. Our interest extends to
all forms of distribution: over-the-air, cable an sate1?1te. our mission has taken
on special urgency with_the increasing consolidation of commercial media and
concomitant eclipse of Tocalism and diversity in programming for the public.

In 2000, CIPB organized the Coalition to Defend Educational Broadcasting to defeat

the "Religious Broadcasting Freedom Act," a bill that would have eliminated_

$qucat1ona1 programming as a requirement for helding a noncommercial educational
icense.

The coalition encompassed almost 20 national organizations, including the National
Educational Association, People for the American way, Communications workers of
America, National Council of Churches of cChrist, Interfaith Alliance, Center for
Media Education, and others (see www.cipbonline.org/press06.htm).
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This bill was stop?ed in the Senate, Teaving intact all regulations pertaining to
eligibility for holding a noncommercial license, including severe limitations on
commercial activity and the requirement that half or more of all programming be
"educational” for "the entire community."

CIPB has no financial stake in the_ outcome of the Dominion-Daystar dispute. However
we have ever¥ stake in the principles involved. we are concerned that the DISH
preempted a legitimate noncommercial public interest station in favor of granting
space to Daystar, despite the availability of religious broadcasting capacity.

Moreover, we agree with Dominion that Daystar is not an eligible public interest

Brogrammer because "it en?ages in commercial activity of qits public-interest
roadcasts, including selTing airtime for broadcast on public-interest set-aside

capacity.” This_is a blatant exploitation of the small concession commercial media

made to the public in winning ?assa e of the 1996 Telecommunications Act that has
led to such concentration in all media.

Furthermore, we are appalled that Daystar "exchanged excess compensation in return
for being chosen over other e11gib1e public-interest programmers,” also prohibited
by the Commission. Thus, that which is supposed to serve the public interest is
cynically exploited for private profit by self-interested media.

For these important reasons, we urge you to find in favor of Dominion video
satellite its opposition.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Jerold M. Starr
Executive Director, CIPB
412-341-1967
www.cipbonline.org

901 old Hickory Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
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TO: FCC Commissioners

FROM: Dr. Jerold Starr, Executive Director, Citizens for Independent Public
Broadcasting

RE: Case #03-206

DATE: October 15, 2003

We wish to support Dominion Video Satellite Inc.’s Opposition to
Daystar Television Network’s Request for Section 403 Inquiry and Declaratory Ruling,

Citizen’s for Independent Public Broadcasting (CIPB) is a national membership
organization dedicated to putting the public interest into public broadcasting. Nationally,
CIPB proposes an independently funded and publicly accountable Public Broadcasting
Trust. CIPB also contributes research and analysis to inform government policy.

CIPB has filed with the FCC on several occasions in the interest of preserving as
much spectrum as possible for public interest programming. Our interest extends to all
forms of distribution: over-the-air, cable and satellite. Qur mission has taken on
special urgency with the increasing consolidation of commercial media and
concomitant eclipse of localism and diversity in programming for the public.

In 2000, CIPB organized the Coalition to Defend Educational Broadcasting to
defeat the “Religious Broadcasting Freedom Act,” a bill that would have eliminated
educational programming as a requirement for holding a noncommercial educational
license.

The Coalition encompassed almost 20 national organizations, including

the National Educational Association, People for the American Way, Communications
Workers of America, National Council of Churches of Christ, Interfaith Alliance,
Center for Media Education, and others (see www.cipbonline.org/press06.htm).

This bill was stopped in the Senate, leaving intact all regulations pertaining to eligibility
for holding a noncommercial license, including severe limitations on commercial activity
and the requirement that half or more of all programming be “educational” for “the
entire community.”

CIPB has no financial stake in the outcome of the Dominion-Daystar dispute. However,
we have every stake in the principles involved. We are concerned that the DISH
preempted a legitimate noncommercial public interest station in favor of granting

space to Daystar, despite the availability of religious broadcasting capacity.

Moreover, we agree with Dominion that Daystar is not an eligible public interest
programmer because “it engages in commercial activity of its public-interest
broadcasts, including selling airtime for broadcast on public-interest set-aside

capacity.” This is a blatant exploitation of the small concession commercial media made
to the public in winning passage of the 1996 Telecommunications Act that has

led to such concentration in all media.




Furthermore, we are appalled that Daystar “exchanged excess compensation in return for
being chosen over other eligible public-interest programmers,” also prohibited by

the Commission. Thus, that which is supposed to serve the public interest is cynically
exploited for private profit by self-interested media.

For these important reasons, we urge you to find in favor of Dominion Video satellite its
opposition.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Jerold M. Starr
Executive Director, CIPB
412-341-1967
www.cipbonline.org

901 Old Hickory Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15243




